“Thunks”

And remember, there are no right or wrong answers with these questions.

How liberating is that...?

1. Is there more future or past? 

2. Is black a colour? 

3. If I switch the lights off does the wall change colour? 

4. Can you cast a shadow into a dark room? 

5. In a dark room what does a mirror reflect? 

6. Can you touch the wind? 

7. Can you touch a rainbow? 

8. Is a broken-down car parked? 

9. Is there more happiness or sadness in the world? 

10. Can you feel happy and sad at the same time? 

11. If I read a comic in a shop without paying for it is that stealing? 

12. If I swap your pen for one exactly the same without telling you is that stealing? 

13. If I pick up your pen by mistake and put it in my bag is it stealing? 

14. If you ask me if I have your pen and I say no because I don’t think I have, is that lying? 

15. If we borrow every single book from a library is it still a library? 

16. If we move the entire school and everything and everybody in it to Africa would it still be the same school? 

17. If we took the school building and moved it to the other side of town but left the people and things exactly where they were where would the school be? 

18. Does lined paper weigh more than blank paper? 

19. Is it ever OK to cheat? 

20. Was Perseus a cheat in the labyrinth? 

21. Can I cheat if I don’t know the rules? 

22. Is a computer clever? 

23. If I go somewhere in my car directed by sat nav who directed me there?
Is the gap between the notes music? 

24. Is all sound music? 

25. If I wrote a piece of music down but never played it is it music? 

26. If I swapped hearts with you would you still be you and me still me? 

27. What about brains? 

28. Faces? 

29. If I met you a year ago in a building that has now been knocked down, where is the spot where I met you now? 

30. If it’s zero degrees today and tomorrow will be twice as cold, what temperature will it be tomorrow? 

31. Am I man-made or natural? 

32. Is butter man-made or natural? 

33. What about plastic, which comes from oil, which comes from trees? 

34. What’s the opposite of ‘truth’? ‘Love’? ‘Life?’ 

35. If I took the body off a car would it still be a car? 

36. What about if I took all the wheels off instead? 

37. The engine? 

38. Which is heavier, an inflated or deflated balloon? 

39. If the water in the river changes all the time what or where exactly is the river? 

40. Can a square be ugly? A dog? A chaffinch? 

41. Can you think of anything that can’t be ugly? 

42. What colour would be a Zebra be if you took its stripes off? 

43. Is a millionaire who is marooned on a desert island still a millionaire? 

44. If I had a million pounds and bought a million-pound house would I still be a millionaire? 

45. What if I spent a million pounds on food and ate it all up? 

46. If someone is begging for money and I don’t give them any and so, to prevent themselves from starving, they managed to get a job and in a few years were rich – have I been nicer to them than the person who gave them a pound? 

47. If I gave them a pound would that be encouraging them to keep on begging? 

48. If I lose my memory am I the same person? 

49. If I acquire your memory who am I then? 

50. If I save a life with one hand but take a life with the other at exactly the same time, am I a good person or a bad one? 

51. Is a good person a good person when they are asleep? 

52. Is a leaf on the tree or part of the tree? 

53. Does a tree weigh less when you take one leaf from it? 

54. Is a wooden table still a tree? 

55. If I chop a tree down and start writing on it does it become a table? 

56. What if I don’t chop it down but climb up it and start writing on it? 

57. If I take a photo of a photo of you do I have a photo of you or a photo of a photo of you? 

58. Could I pay for a bunch of bananas with a bunch of bananas? 

59. Can I buy a pound off you for a pound? 

60. If I stick a bunch of flowers in a computer does the computer become a vase? 

61. If I stick a bunch of flowers my mouth do I become a vase? 

62. If I fill a vase with concrete is it still a vase? 

63. What if I fill it with flowers? 

64. Is the hole in the middle part of the vase? 

65. If both hands fall off my clock is it still a clock? 

66. Do you make your own hair? 

67. If I paint over a window is it still a window? 

68. Can you be racist against your own race? 

69. Can a non-racist person tell a racist joke? 

70. Can a blind person be racist? 

71. Is a pound worth more to a poor person than a rich person? 

72. Would you play the Lottery if there was more chance of winning but also of losing everything? 

73. If you had a box with a button on it that, when pressed, meant someone anywhere in the world would experience pain but no-one would ever know it was you, would you press it? Would you do it for £100, 000? 

74. Would you do it if someone somewhere experienced something wonderful at the same time as someone was experiencing something bad? 

75. Where does your lap start? 

76. Where does the sky start? 

77. Are clouds in, under or above the sky? 

78. Does tea weigh more when you add a spoonful of sugar? 

79. Can you weigh the sky? 

80. Would it be heavier on a cloudy day? 

81. If I sucked all the colour out of the room what would the room look like? 

82. Is silence a sound? Can you hear silence? 

83. If a lion could talk would we be able to understand it? (Thanks to Wittgenstein and Ricky Gervais for that one) 

84. Can a fly see a skyscraper? 

85. Is the mush inside a crysallis alive or dead? If it is alive, in what sense is it alive? (Thanks to seven-year-old Madelieine writing to New Scientist for that one) 

86. If I knew your genetic make-up and knew you were going to die at a certain age would you want me to tell you? Should I tell you anyway? Would you want anyone else to know? Would you want anyone else specifically not to know? 

87. How many horns does a unicorn have? 

88. Was the wheel or the box Man's greatest invention? If neither, then what? 

89. What's the most important part of a fork? A vase? A dog? 

90. Which is the greatest technological innovation - the first aeroplane or the latest one 

91. Is a house a work of art? A brick? A box? Graffiti? A hairstyle? School uniform? 

92. How many bricks is a wall? 

93. With a water shortage looming could you harvest puddles? Who owns the water in them? 

94. If I tell a joke that is translated who is making the other person laugh - me or the translator? 

95. Can a dog be kind? 

96. Can you hate someone and love them at the same time? 

97. Is the cuckoo a 'bad' bird? 

98. Is a bird singing or talking? 

99. Are you in the room or part of the room? School? Country? World? Universe? 

100. If you changed your name would it chnage who you were? Would the old you still exist? 

101. Can you stand on the same beach twice? (Think long shore drfit...) 

102. If you fill a room full of bricks is it still a room? 

103. If you take the ceiling off a room is it still a room? 

104. Can a sheet of red paper be blank? 

105. Is the moon in the sky? 

106. Is 'be neutral towards thy neighbour' better than 'love thy neighbour'? 

107. If a robot had a human brain, would it go to heaven? (Thanks to Bart Simpson for that one) 

108. Do birds fly through the sky or in the sky or under the sky? If 'in', do they displace it as they go through it? If so, is there less sky when birds migrate? And where does the sky get displaced to? 

109. Where do thoughts come from? 

110. Does a goldfish know it's your pet? A dog? An adopted donkey? 

111. Do computers think? What about clocks? 

112. Can anything be a toy? Can anything definitely not be a toy? 

113. Can animals be naughty? 

114. Do animals have feelings? Emotions? All emotions? 

115. Do animals have rights? All animals? All rights? 

116. If I shout at you to protect you am I your friend? 

117. Can you be friends and not friends with someone at the same time? 

118. Can you like and not like something or someone at the sametime? 

119. Where does the air come from when you inflate a tyre? 

120. If I discovered a cure for cancer but didn't want to share my discovery with the world should I be made to? How could I be made to? 

121. If I walk up a path and then back down it, does that count as one walk or two? 

122. Is it OK if I swear at you in a language that you don't understand? What if it is a language that I have made up? 

123. If the further I am from you the smaller you look, how close to I have to get to you until you are life size? 

124. If a fly travelling east hits a train travelling west does the fly stop for a fraction of a second as it changes direction? If so, as it is in contact with the train when this happens, does the train stop too? So, does the fly stop the train? 

125. There's a 1 in 3 million chance of being hit by lightning in the UK. If the person next to you gets hit during a storm does that mean then that you are safer, more at risk, or just the same? 

126. Do I weigh less when I spit? 

127. Does air weigh anything and, if it does, do I weigh less when I pass wind? 

128. What does the back of a rainbow look like? 

129. If the whole world was black and white would there be rainbows? 

130. Can you step on water?

Taken from ‘Independent Thinking Ltd.’

